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latter like former, again came to zero, we are interested only in rendering them conceivable to readers for Eriedrich's sake, —with the more brevity, the better for everybody. Two grand French attempts there were; listen, on the threshold, a little:
* * 'It is certain the French intend gloriously; regardless of expense. They are dismantling Freyburg, to render it harmless henceforth. But, withal, in answer to the poor Kaiser's shrieks, they have sentSegur' (our old Linz friend), 'with 12,000, to assist Seckendorf; " the bravest troops in the world,"'—who did bravely take one beating (at Pfaffenhofen, as will bo seen), and go home again. 'They have G'oigny guarding those fine Brisgau Conquests. And are furthermore diplomatising diligently, not to say truculently, in the Rhine Countries; bullying poor little fat Kur-Trier, lean Kur-K61n and others, " To join the Frankfurt Union" (not one of whom would, under menace),— though " it is the clear duty of all Reich's-Princes with a Kaiser under oppression :"—and have marched Maillebois, directly after Freyburg, into the Middle-Rhine Countries, to Koln Country, to Mainz Country, and to and fro, in support of said compulsory diplomacies;—but without the least effect.'
To the 'Middle-Rhine Countries,' observe, and under Maillebois, then under Conti, little matter under whom : only let readers recollect the name of it;—for it is the First of the French Attempts to do something of a joint-stock nature; something for self and Allies, instead of for self only. It caused great alarm in those months, to Britannic George and others ; and brought out poor Due d'Ahremberg with portions (no English included) of the poor Pragmatic Army, to go marching about in the winter-slushes, instead of resting in bed,1—and is indeed a very loud business in the old Gazettes and hooks, till August coming. Business which almost broke poor D'Ahremlierg's heart, he says, ' till once I got out of it' (was turned out, in fact): Business of Pragmatic Army, under D'Ahremberg, versus Middle-Rhino Army under Maillebois, under Conti; Business now wholly of Zero versus Zero to us,—except for a few dates and reflex glimmerings upon King Friedrich. Result otherwise— We shall see the result!
'Attempt Second was still more important to Friedrich ; being directed upon the Kaiser aud Bavaria. Bcllcisle is to go thither and take survey; Belleisle thither first: you may judge if the intention is sincere. Valori is quite eloquent upon it. Directly after Freyburg, says he, Se'chelles, that first of Commissaries, was sent to Mi'mchen. Sechelles cleared-up the
1 Adelung, iv. 276, 420 (' Dec. 1744—June 1745 '}.